
 

  

The JA Company Program 
provides a relevant and authentic learning experience for young people that fosters innovation, 

ingenuity and a strong entrepreneurial workforce in America. In the spring semester of 2017, ACU’s 

Griggs Center for Entrepreneurship & Philanthropy will host the JA Company Program. The after-

school program will be held on Mondays (beginning January 23rd & ending May 8th), 4:15 – 6:15 p.m. 
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This sobering headline was in response to a recent report that shows more U.S. 

businesses are dying than are being born, making this the least entrepreneurial 

period in America in the more than 30 years. In total, new business creation 

was cut in half from 1978 through 2011, according to the government data 

analysis published recently by the Brookings Institution. These and other recent 

reports have prompted the question, is American entrepreneurism under 

threat?  

The answer is absolutely, unequivocally no!  

While overall business creation has declined, entrepreneurial intention, or the 

desire to start a business, has grown to historic highs, according to the Global 

Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) U.S. Report. With this growing interest in 

entrepreneurship, community leaders are working feverishly to establish a 

pipeline of inspired and prepared individuals who will become the 

entrepreneurial rainmakers that will have a profound impact on their local 

economies.  

 

 

The new JA Company Program will be a significant contributor to the 

entrepreneurship cultivation wave making its way across America. The re-

imagined experience will spark the entrepreneurial spirit in students by helping 

them understand how to incubate and foster a successful enterprise. Volunteer 

role models will nurture these future business leaders by infusing 21st century 

technology, promoting contemporary teaching methodology, and providing 

young people opportunities to learn in ways that are both measurable and 

memorable.  

 

The ultimate objective of the JA Company Program is to provide a 

relevant and authentic learning experience for young people that fosters 

innovation, ingenuity and a strong entrepreneurial workforce in America. 

“The U.S. is losing its entrepreneurial spirit … 

and has been for decades.” 

 

Inc Magazine  / May 2014 

The Role of the New JA Company Program 



 
 

of Abilene 

In partnership with the ACU Griggs Center for Entrepreneurship, Junior Achievement will offer an 

after-school program on the ACU Campus on Monday afternoons (4:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.) during the 

Spring 2017 semester. The JA Company Program is available to all 9th – 12th grade students. The 

plan below highlights the calendar for the JA Company Program and its initiatives. 
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May 8th – Presentation for ACU Spring Board Competition 


